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From: WAI Team
To: City of Cupertino Library Commission Group
Subject: Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 5:24:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Hello!

Our team, WAI, Wildfire Awareness Initiative, would like to make a public comment during the commission meeting. Would it
be possible to include this slideshow during our presentation?  

There will be three members: Lauren, Niranjana, and Madeleine. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fq2QsPhwzJXLRRk0GigCZbF6gYNigiGJlyNjtbevaa4/edit#slide=id.g8d86ff3bbe_0_1562

Thanks,
WAI

mailto:waiforchange@gmail.com
mailto:LCG@cupertino.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1fq2QsPhwzJXLRRk0GigCZbF6gYNigiGJlyNjtbevaa4%2Fedit%23slide%3Did.g8d86ff3bbe_0_1562&data=05%7C01%7CJessicaJ%40cupertino.org%7C95f88a724bc8410ca77708da913069f9%7C19e13f83dce947c3ae6712c6a63e2ed6%7C0%7C0%7C637981934417601552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DTP4wCMpY2AXr2osXCulFAS5I0QVD5wOp3eYY8mdv%2Fc%3D&reserved=0


WAI
THE PROBLEM OF WILDFIRES
Wildfire Awareness Initiative
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WHO WE ARE

Certified 501c3 nonprofit in the Bay Area



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

PRESENTED FOR BOY 
SCOUTS

Covered important 
camping tips and wildfire 

preparedness

WORKED WITH OUR 
SCHOOL

Presented at the school’s 
Environmental Club 

during the Earth Day Fair

STEM CONVENTION
Worked with the Santa 

Clara Youth Commission 
on their sustainable tech 

convention



ACCOMPLISHMENTS (cont.)

VOLUNTEERED WITH 
SCCFD

Organized 400 disaster 
kits for local elementary 

schools

PRESENTED AT 
CUPERTINO FORUM

Invited to cover  
information on the 

wildfire threat at the 
Cupertino Library

WEBINARS WITH 
SCCFD

Hosted online webinars 
with guest speakers from 

SCCFD followed by fun 
Kahoots



ACCOMPLISHMENTS (cont.)

FUNDRAISER WITH 
PANDA EXPRESS

Raised over 900 dollars  
with Panda Express 

EDUCATED ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

Sent out fun Kahoots to 
local CUSDK8 elementary 
schools after presenting 

to the CUSD Board

RECORDED A PODCAST ON 
WILDFIRES

Collaborated with another 
youth-led initiative to 
record a 40-minute 
podcast on wildfires
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THE PROBLEM



2.5 MILLION ACRES
OF LAND BURNED IN 2021

IN CALIFORNIA



2 MILLION FOOTBALL FIELDS



3.2 RHODE ISLANDS 



HOW DID THIS HAPPEN?



Note: Mainly 
human caused!

CAUSES



10 Years 
and 10 Most 
Devastating 
Wildfires



DRIVING FACTOR: CLIMATE CHANGE

HIGHER 
TEMPERATURES

Greenhouse 
gases trap heat 

in the Earth’s 
atmosphere

FREQUENT 
DROUGHTS

Less snowfall in 
the Sierra and 

mountains 

DRY 
VEGETATION
Plants lack 

moisture due to 
a lack of water

MUCH MORE 
FUEL

Dry vegetation 
is perfect for 

wildfires.

HIGH SPEED 
WINDS

Wind spreads 
wildfire embers 

farther and 
faster



LAKE TAHOE LAKE TAHOE.   



NEGATIVE IMPACTS
Drastically changes the 
terrain and vegetation

Pollutes water, soil, and the 
atmosphere 

WILDLIFE

Causes loss of local heritage 
with very high restoration 

costs

ENVIRONMENT NATURAL RESOURCES

Drives many species to 
extinction and depletes their 
habitat; reduces biodiversity

INFRASTRUCTURE



NEGATIVE IMPACTS (cont.)

ECONOMY & HEALTH
● Destroys farmers’ crops and livelihoods 

● Creates unaffordable restoration costs for 

● Puts people with respiratory infections at risk

● Creates areas to be prone to other disasters 



NEGATIVE IMPACTS (cont.)

MINORITIES
● Black, Hispanic, and Native American are 6 times 

more likely to live in wildfire-prone areas

● Many communities resources to evacuate safely

● Language barriers make it hard for relief workers 

to pass on preparedness information and resources
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PREVENTION 
AND PREPARING



Educate the 
Community



MAKE YOUR HOME FIREPROOF

Remove dead 
foliage such as tree 

branches

ZONE 1: 0-5 FT

Trim trees and 
remove dead plant 

matter

ZONE 2: 5-30 FT

Trim grass and 
unblock 

emergency paths

ZONE 3: 30-100 FT

Zones are areas around your house

PREVENTION



DISASTER BAGS
WATER + FOOD

FLASHLIGHT
FIRST AID KIT

BATTERIES
SLEEPING BAG
GARBAGE BAG

CASH + DOCUMENTS
SANITIZER

MASK
CLOTHING
MATCHES

Check ready.gov for a full list

PREPARING



STAY ALERTED

RADIO
Listen for local red 
flag warnings (high 
chance of wildfires)

AMBER ALERTS
Take notice of any 
local evacuation 
orders

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us at 

@waiforchange

ALERTSCC
Check for updates on the 
alertscc.org website 
under your city

Wildfire Season: Late May to Late November

DURING
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WHAT SHOULD 
BE DONE



EDUCATE THE COMMUNITY

Cover important 
info on home 

hardening, 
emergency bags, 

and preparedness

EMAILS/FLYERS

Schedule a day for 
volunteering to 

clean dead plant 
matter around the 

community

IN-PERSON EVENTS

Stress the 
importance of 
preparing with 
statistics and 
predictions

ENCOURAGE

Through online and in person events



CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 
Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik 
and illustrations by Stories Thanks!

waiforchange@gmail.com

@waiforchange 
on Instagram

Do you have any questions?

Please keep this slide for attribution

SPONSORED BY

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
https://slack-redir.net/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2F
https://slack-redir.net/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstories.freepik.com%2F
mailto:waiforchange@gmail.com
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