CUPERTINO

CITY OF CUPERTINO
FRIENDSHIP CITIES PROGRAM
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION

Instructions

This application is to be completed by the Friendship City Committee of the requesting international
city and submitted electronically to the Cupertino City Manager’s Office by emailing
CityManager@-cupertino.gov.

Background

A Friendship Cities Designation is an established relationship between the City of Cupertino and
a partnering international organization that is mutually beneficial. The first step towards
establishing a Friendship Cities Designation is to complete this application. This application helps to
identify proposed goals of the relationship, the supporting activities expected, and highlights the areas
of interest strengths, or needs of each party. The proponents of establishing such a relationship must
be a collaboration of a community organization (a Friendship City Committee) and an elected
official of the participating international city.

Who May Request a Friendship Cities Designation?

Any established Friendship City Committee of the proponent Friendship City may submit an
application. The most successful applications will have more than one sponsor and will represent
multiple agencies or organizations.

Processing and Approval of the Application

This application will clearly state the rationale and the goals of the relationship and the mutual benefits
in establishing this relationship. Once the designation is in place, all information in the application will
be shared with the community and stakeholders upon request.

Complete information for key contacts and authorizing individuals (the signing authorities) must
be provided before the relationship can be finalized. In addition, the committee must have a
Cupertino Councilmember sponsorship. Incomplete information will delay the process. A
Friendship Cities Designation will be authorized for a period of two (2) years as outlined in the City of
Cupertino’s “Policies and Guidelines on Sister Cities, Friendship Cities, and International Delegations”
and will be subject to all guidelines therein.
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CUPERTINO

CUPERTINO FRIENDSHIP CITIES PROGRAM APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION

To be completed in English by the requesting organization

Name and Country of the proposed ' pgnzhou, Hainan Province, People's Republic of China

Friendship City and the Cupertino-Danzhou Friendship City Committee
Friendship City Committee:

Today's date: October 30, 2025

Name of person requesting relationship: Marian Chaney

Title: President
Affiliation: US-China Chamber of Commerce Silicon Valley

Address: 20900 McClellan Rd, Bldg 2
Cupertino, CA 95014

Email: haigingchen@financialguide.com Phone: (408) 805-6680

City of Cupertino Sponsor(s): Lidng Chao, Mayor of Cupertino

Friendship City Elected Official Sponsor: |y Xu, Director of the Foreign Affairs Office of Danzhou City




RESOURCES: Please address monetary and in-kind resources that may be necessary to conduct the activities of
this relationship, how they are to be obtained, and from whom. If none, state “no funding required”. Please note

that the City of Cupertino does not currently provide funding for Friendship Cities.

No funding is currently required.



PROFILE: Please attach a brief profile of your city and Friendship City Committee including, but not limited to:
background, location, nature, size, and relevant programs.

Background and Overview

Danzhou is a prefecture-level city located in the northwestern part of Hainan Province, China.
With a history spanning over 1,200 years, it was established as a county during the Tang Dynasty
and has long served as a regional center for culture, education, and commerce in western
Hainan. Today, Danzhou is known as one of Hainan's most dynamic and rapidly developing cities,
combining rich historical heritage with modern economic growth.

Location and Geography

Situated along the northern coastline of Hainan Island, Danzhou covers an area of approximately
3,400 square kilometers. It enjoys a tropical monsoon climate, characterized by abundant
sunshine, warm temperatures year-round, and lush natural vegetation. The city features both
coastal and inland landscapes, including scenic bays, rivers, and agricultural plains. Danzhou Bay,
in particular, is a key focus area for sustainable coastal development and marine economy
initiatives.

Population and Economy

Danzhou has a population of about 1 million residents, making it one of the largest cities in
western Hainan. The city's economy is diverse, supported by agriculture, petrochemicals,
renewable energy, tourism, and education. As part of the Hainan Free Trade Port initiative,
Danzhou is positioning itself as a hub for modern services, marine industries, and international
trade, with growing investments in green and digital infrastructure.

Education and Culture

Home to Hainan University (Danzhou Campus) and several vocational and research institutions,
Danzhou is recognized as an educational and innovation center in the province. The city also
preserves a vibrant local culture influenced by Han and Li ethnic traditions, reflected in its festivals,
folk music, and cuisine. Danzhou is often called the “City of Poetry” due to its long literary tradition
and cultural contributions.

Environmental and Development Programs

Danzhou actively promotes sustainable urban development and ecological protection. Key
programs include coastal wetland restoration, renewable energy expansion, smart city projects,
and community-based cultural exchanges. The city has been expanding international
cooperation in tourism, education, clean energy, and environmental management, aligning with
global sustainability goals.

Vision for International Friendship

Danzhou values openness, inclusiveness, and mutual learning. Establishing a friendship city
relationship with a U.S. counterpart would foster people-to-people exchanges, educational
collaboration, cultural understanding, and economic cooperation—helping both sides share
experiences in sustainable growth, innovation, and community development.



RATIONALE: Please explain the rationale and focus of the requested Friendship Cities Designation. Describe why
a Friendship City relationship would be beneficial to the City of Cupertino and your local community,
organization, and city. Please outline the areas of mutual strength and interest for each of the participants.

Items to include:

Names, titles, and affiliations of those who will be involved at the proponent Friendship City and the
* Friendship City Committee. Be sure to include information for the proponent Friendship City’s Mayor
as they will have the primary signing authority of the Friendship City.

¢ Areas of mutual interest upon which the relationship will focus.

* Opportunities for new activities and potential outcomes.

, Benefits and measurable results that the City of Cupertino and proponent Friendship City can expect as
a result of the establishment of such a relationship.

The counter part office in Danzhou is: the Foreign Affairs Office of Danzhou City

The leadership of the Cupertino-DanZhou Friendship City Friendship Committee consists of:

President: Marian Chaney

The proposed Friendship City relationship between Cupertino, California and Danzhou, Hainan, China is founded on
shared values of education, innovation, cultural diversity, and sustainable development. Both cities have complementary
strengths that make this partnership meaningful and mutually beneficial for their residents, organizations, and local
governments.

1. Shared Vision and Complementary Strengths

» Cupertino, located in the heart of Silicon Valley, is globally recognized for its technology-driven economy, outstanding
education system, environmental leadership, and cultural inclusiveness.

e Danzhou, the regional center of western Hainan Province, is an emerging hub for education, green energy, and marine
economy development. It hosts Hainan University (Danzhou Campus) and is part of the Hainan Free Trade Port, China’s
national initiative for global economic and cultural exchange.

Both cifies emphasize innovation, sustainability, and education as key drivers of community development, making them
natural partners for long-term cooperation.

2. Community and Organizational Benefits

A Friendship City relationship would promote people-to-people connections and institutional partnerships across several
sectors:

* Education & Youth Exchange: Sister school relationships, language learning, and university collaborations between
Hainan University and Cupertino schools could foster cross-cultural understanding and academic innovation.

* Sustainability & Environment: Both cities prioritize clean energy and sustainable growth. Sharing best practices in green
technology, urban planning, and climate action can benefit local communities and organizations.

e Cultural Exchange & Tourism: Regular cultural events, art exchanges, and tourism promotion can deepen mutual
appreciation between residents, supporting local artists, educators, and small businesses.

* Innovation & Entrepreneurship: Cupertino’s experience in technology incubation and startup ecosystems aligns with
Danzhou’s growing innovation and digital economy sectors, opening opportunities for joint initiafives and small business
cooperation.



RATIONALE (continued):

3. Broader Impact and Future Cooperation

The Friendship City partnership will serve as a bridge between Silicon Valley and Hainan Free
Trade Port, fostering goodwill, educational enrichment, and sustainable economic ties. It will help
both communities strengthen global perspectives while deepening understanding of Chinese and
American cultures.

Ultimately, this collaboration will enhance the quality of life in both cities by promoting education,
environmental stewardship, innovation, and cultural friendship—key pillars of a thriving global
community.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Please add any additional information about this proposed relationship, the
proponent Friendship City, and/or the Friendship City Committee that you wish to share.
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