CITY OF CUPERTINO

AGENDA

S UPERTING LIBRARY COMMISSION

10800 Torre Avenue, Cupertino Library, Room 201A
Wednesday, August 6, 2025

7:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Subject: June 4, 2025 Library Commission Meeting Minutes

Recommended Action: Review and approve the June 4, 2025 Library Commission

meeting minutes.
A - Draft Minutes

POSTPONEMENTS

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter
within the jurisdiction of the Commission and not on the agenda. Speakers are limited to three (3)
minutes. In most cases, State law will prohibit the Commission from making any decisions with respect
to a matter not on the agenda.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

2.

Subject: Cupertino Poet Laureate Subcommittee's Recommendation of Thomas Celerier
for appointment of the new 2026-2028 Cupertino Poet Laureate

Recommended Action: Consider and approve the Poet Laureate Subcommittee's
recommendation of Thomas Celerier for appointment of the new 2026-2028 Cupertino

Poet Laureate for recommendation to City Council.
A - Completed Application Packet - Thomas Celerier

Subject: Mayor's Storytelling Initiative Subcommittee Update

Recommended Action: Receive an update from the Mayor's Storytelling Initiative
subcommittee.
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Library Commission Agenda August 6, 2025

REPORTS/UPDATES

4. Subject: Monthly Update Reports
Recommended Action: Receive Monthly Update Reports from:
- Cupertino Community Librarian

- County Librarian

STAFF AND COMMISSION REPORTS
FUTURE AGENDA SETTING
ADJOURNMENT

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone who is planning to attend this
meeting who is visually or hearing impaired or has any disability that needs special assistance should
call the City Clerk’s Office at 408-777-3223, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting to arrange for
assistance. In addition, upon request in advance by a person with a disability, meeting agendas and
writings distributed for the meeting that are public records will be made available in the appropriate
alternative format.

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members after publication of the agenda will
be made available for public inspection. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office in City Hall located at
10300 Torre Avenue, Cupertino, California 95014, during normal business hours.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Please be advised that pursuant to Cupertino Municipal Code section
2.08.100 written communications sent to the City Council, Commissioners or staff concerning a matter
on the agenda are included as supplemental material to the agendized item. These written
communications are accessible to the public through the City website and kept in packet archives. Do
not include any personal or private information in written communications to the City that you do not
wish to make public, as written communications are considered public records and will be made
publicly available on the City website.
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CITY OF CUPERTINO

Agenda Iltem

CUPERTINO

25-14173 Agenda Date: 8/6/2025
Agenda #: 1.

Subject: June 4, 2025 Library Commission Meeting Minutes

Review and approve the June 4, 2025 Library Commission meeting minutes.
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CITY OF

DRAFT MINUTES
LIBRARY COMMISSION
Wednesday, June 4, 2025

CUPERTINO

LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING

CALL TO ORDER
At 7:03 p.m., Chair Zhao called the meeting to order at the Cupertino Library, 10800 Torre
Avenue, Room 201A.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners present: Liyan Zhao, Janki Chokshi (7:05 p.m.), Qin Pan, Minna Xu,
Chandra Sakthivel

Commissioners absent: None

City/County Staff present:  Molly James, Bryant Bao, Jennifer Weeks

Guest Speakers: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Subject: April 1, 2025 Library Commission Special Meeting Minutes

Recommended Action: Review and approve the April 1, 2025 Library Commission special
meeting minutes.

Commissioner Pan motioned to approve the April 1, 2025 Library Commission special meeting
minutes as submitted. Vice Chair Chokshi seconded. Motion carried with 4 yes (Zhao, Chokshi,
Pan, Xu) and 1 abstain (Sakthivel).

POSTPONEMENTS
None

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
None

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
None

OLD BUSINESS
2. Subject: Cupertino Poet Laureate Subcommittee Update
Recommended Action: Receive an update from the Cupertino Poet Laureate subcommittee on

the recruitment for the 2026-2028 Cupertino Poet Laureate.

Vice Chair Chokshi and Commissioner Xu informed the Commission that two Poet Laureate
interviews have taken place.



Molly James, Recreation Manager, informed the Commission of the next steps per the Poet
Laureate Playbook — subcommittee will select the final candidate and make an offer, once
accepted then the candidate will meet with Recreation Manager James to complete the
background check and fingerprinting, and the subcommittee will present the final
recommendation to the Library Commission in August.

NEW BUSINESS
3. Subject: April 1 Library Commission Special Meeting Written Communications
Recommended Action: Discuss the April 1 Library Commission special meeting written

communications with the Cupertino Community Librarian.

Bryant Bao, Cupertino Community Librarian, provided an update on some of the points
brought up in the April 1 Library Commission special meeting written communications.
Extending Operating Hours to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays
o The Cupertino Library is open the most hours out of all libraries in the Santa
Clara County District.
Enforcement of Quiet Rules
o When library staff receive complaints, they help patrons relocate to the correct
place that helps them facilitate quiet study. If patrons are in a silent zone and
conversating, library staff will help relocate them to a space that is more
appropriate for the activity they are engaging in.
Unhoused Patrons in the Library
o The Cupertino Library is committed to being an equitable space for anyone
coming through, treating everyone the same regardless of the circumstances so
long as they are not violating the Behavior Policy.
o The library does have a Community Outreach Specialist whose job is to help
patrons who may need community resources, not just for the unhoused but

anyone who may be struggling with food, shelter, or mental and physical health.
Patrons can book a one-hour appointment on Tuesday and Thursdays with the
Community Outreach Specialist.
o Care kits are also available in the library — small packets with hygiene items to
help patrons who are unhoused.
- Enhance and Streamline Book Return System
o InJanuary 2026, the library will be replacing the automated return system with a
new machine that will be faster and more efficient. The library will also be
adding back an internal slot for returns.
Supply Issue in Restrooms
o Janitorial staff are at the library all day long, and they have a schedule for
cleaning restrooms. When issues are reported, janitorial staff will immediately

take care of any problems.
Patron Entry Process for Private Rooms in Library
o Part of the library’s customer service is how involved staff are. To avoid conflicts
between patrons, library staff have professional conversations with patrons who



are occupying a room that is reserved for use and will help offer to find an
alternative space.
- Planting Additional Trees Surrounding the Library and Elimination of Permit Parking
o Within the City’s jurisdiction — information to be passed along to City staff.
- Space Availability Concerns for Students Doing Homework
o Community Librarian Bao shared a floor plan map of the main children’s room
and front area (attached as a desk item under supplemental reports in the June 4
meeting details). As part of the play space initiative, the library expanded the
children's space into the front area and expanded the room with more seating
and tables. The main front room is going to be reserved for materials for children
on the older side called tweets — a middle school zone.

Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on extending operating hours to 9 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. Community Librarian Bao clarified that the hours are based on the
County budget, and expanded hours would require additional funding. Added that the library
is already maxed out currently. Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on whether or
not the Commission could recommend the extended hours to City Council. Jennifer Weeks,
County Librarian, clarified that the County is always looking at opportunities to run efficient
and effective libraries, and expanding the times on the weekend would incur a significant
increase in staffing and facility costs. Added that the Cupertino Library is open the most
number of hours out of any public library in the County.

Commissioner Xu requested clarification on whether or not there is any existing contract
between the County and City that says if the City can provide extra funding for extra hours,
then the City can pay for the library staff to keep the facility open later. County Librarian Weeks
clarified that the City has been very happy with the current number of hours that the library
offers.

Chair Zhao requested clarification on whether or not the weekday library hours (closing at 9
p.m.) could switch with the weekend library hours (closing at 6:30 p.m.). County Librarian
Weeks clarified that the County employees are in a unionized environment and their current
contract holds till 6:30 p.m. on some days, creating other boundaries that need to be taken into
consideration. Added that they do their best to respond to community need and will be
exploring this over the next fiscal year and can bring back the information to the City.

Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on what the next steps are to expand the
weekend hours. County Librarian Weeks clarified that it would be good for the Commission to
understand the data behind the most popular times for visitors, and that is information that the
Library District can bring back to Commission. Added that there was a community survey done
at the end of last year, and there are some data points that can be shared with the Commission.
Added that they do need to analyze visitor data along with what’s possible within the funding
formula, and how they can reach the greatest number of patrons with effective hours.



Recreation Manager James clarified that Commissioners can always go to a City Council
meeting and speak on concerns as a Cupertino community member.

Chair Zhao commented that the Mayor is aware of this concern, however, cannot make any
decisions by herself.

County Librarian Weeks added that the library is looking into providing innovative services
that maybe aren’t full services and using technology to expand access for patrons.

Commissioner Xu requested clarification on whether or not there was any community outreach
when the County decided to extend the library’s opening time on the weekends from noon to 10
a.m. several years ago. County Librarian Weeks clarified that the County’s process of [changing
library hours] would be using data as to when patrons are using the library, opportunities for
programming, and data from the survey that takes place every three years. Added that the
survey does ask which hours are most desirable in the community.

Commissioner Pan requested for the County to share the [survey] results in a future meeting.
County Librarian Weeks commented that the library will share the public document survey
results summary with the Commission for review, and then the Commission can decide what is
appropriate to discuss.

Commissioner Xu recommended that the County include a question that asks community
members whether they prefer the morning or evening hours on the weekend. County Librarian
Weeks clarified it is a split down the middle, but they will continue to look into it.

Community Librarian Bao added that he can pull hourly day data for the Commission so they
can see where there are foot traffic dips throughout the days.

Chair Zhao expressed appreciation for the current Cupertino Library operating days and hours,
when comparing to the Calabazas Branch Library as they are closed on Sundays and closed
earlier throughout the week. Chair Zhao commented that she recognizes some residents have
requested extended hours [on weekends], and maybe there are other options [the County] can
explore to meet the resident request.

Commissioner Sakthivel recommended the library to ask the maintenance staff to keep a log of
when the restrooms are cleaned and paper towels are restocked to help staff determine what
time period may require more service and restocking of supplies. Community Librarian Bao
responded that the maintenance contractor is through the City and he will reach out to the
Facilities Manager to find out more details regarding the specific [cleaning] schedules.

Commissioner Sakthivel recommended that receipts for the new automated book return
machine be paperless and digital only. Community Librarian Bao clarified that is something
they would need to check with the vendor, however, often patrons have multiple accounts and



they are returning books for friends or family members so it’s not always one library card that’s
having items returned on.

Commissioner Sakthivel recommended the room booking availability online be mobile friendly,
rather than a desktop website view on the phone. County Librarian Weeks clarified that there
should be a mobile accessibility button, but she can look into that.

Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on the [space availability concern for middle
school students] on the first floor. Community Librarian Bao reviewed the floor map again and
informed the Commission that the front area will become the middle school space. Added that
the project is still in progress as furniture has not yet arrived, and the anticipated project finish
date is October 2025. Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on whether or not there
will be added signage identifying the new designated areas. Community Librarian Bao agreed
that the way finding signage does need to be updated.

Commissioner Sakthivel requested clarification on the process if someone volunteered to create
a self-service application for reserving rooms. County Librarian Weeks clarified that all services
go through public procurement.

Commissioner Xu requested clarification on the concern for the amount of permit parking.
Recreation Manager James will look into the details behind parking permits for City Hall
employees. Commissioner Xu shared feedback from some of the library program volunteer
teachers — the volunteers would like to know if it is possible for them to have a temporary
parking permit which would allow them to park anywhere.

Commissioner Sakthivel recommended library cards be accessible in a digital wallet on a
mobile device. County Librarian Weeks clarified that the app already has that feature.

4. Subject: Commissioner Discussion on Mayor’s Initiatives
Recommended Action: Discuss how the Library Commission can support the Mayor's

Initiatives.

Commission Pan introduced the item and informed the Commission of the Mayor’s Initiative
that celebrates the City of Cupertino’s 70" Anniversary on October 10 [voters approved
incorporation on September 27, 1955].

- The initiative involves collecting stories from residents [sharing their personal stories
about their connection to the City].

- The item is agendized for the Commission to brainstorm ideas as the library is a
beautiful space with a lot of foot traffic.

- Found out through CLF Board Member and former Mayor, Orrin [Mahoney], that a
video was created for Cupertino’s 50 Anniversary showcasing how the City was
formed.

- Some ideas for supporting the Mayor’s Initiative:



o A separate event or exhibit at the library displaying the stories that are being
collected
Contributing old photos
Screen display the stories and interviews

Commissioner Xu recommended putting flyers on the counter at the entrance of the library
directing patrons to the Mayor’s Initiative website.

Commissioner Pan requested clarification on whether or not the library room 201B has a
[projector] screen. Community Librarian Bao clarified that 201B has a television screen. Added
that there are options depending on the size and scope of the proposed event.

Vice Chair Chokshi recommended having a small writing pad [sticky notes] and asking patrons
to write about their library experience, then having a display board where they can post the
sticky note. Added that the Commission could gather photos from the library expansion project
and previous years and display those on the board.

Chair Zhao commented that Cupertino residents should know more history about the City and
proposed forming a subcommittee to support and discuss ideas.

Recreation Manager James commented that she will look into what the City already has
planned for the 70t Anniversary Celebration and follow-up with the Commission.
Recommended potentially including Keiko O’Leary, Cupertino Poet Laureate, as well.

Community Librarian Bao commented that he is happy to work with the City in terms of
promoting or doing an event, however, needs additional information to move forward and
explore options.

Chair Zhao motioned to create a subcommittee composed of Vice Chair Chokshi and
Commissioner Sakthivel to support the Mayor’s storytelling initiative at the library. The
subcommittee will work with Community Librarian Bao to brainstorm ideas and present them
at the August Commission meeting. Vice Chair Chokshi seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.

REPORTS/UPDATES

5. Subject: Monthly Update Reports

Recommended Action: Receive Monthly Update Reports from:
- Cupertino Community Librarian

Reported as submitted.
- County Librarian
Reported as submitted.

STAFF AND COMMISSION REPORTS



Recreation Manager James provided a Staff Liaison Update on the following;:

Recreation Event Volunteers (REV) is a new teen volunteer program in the Parks and
Recreation Department. These volunteers help support recreation events.
Jollyman All-Inclusive Playground Ribbon-Cutting — Friday, June 13 from 1 to 2 p.m. at
Jollyman Park
Blackberry Farm is now Open for the Season
o Visit cupertino.gov/bbfcalendar to see the schedule for lap swim, open swim,
and picnic rental hours and dates.
Summer Concert Series — Thursdays, June 12 to August 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Memorial Park Amphitheater
Disco at Dusk Intergenerational Event — Friday, June 20 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
Community Hall. Advanced registration required.
Fourth of July Celebration — Friday, July 4
o Pancake Breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Quinlan Community Center
o Flag Raising and Children’s Parade at 10 a.m. at the Veteran’s Memorial in
Memorial Park
o Billy Martini Band Concert from 10:30 a.m. to Noon at the Memorial Park
Amphitheater
o Fireworks at 9:30 p.m. Viewing sites at Creekside Park, Sedgwick Elementary
School, and Miller Avenue near Bollinger Road
o Visit cupertino.gov/july4 for more information.
Cupertino Campout — Saturday, July 19 at 4 p.m. to Sunday, July 20 at 10 a.m. at
Creekside Park. Advanced registration required.
Shakespeare in the Park — Saturday and Sunday, July 19, 20, 26, 27, and August 2, 3 from
6 to 7 p.m. at the Memorial Park Amphitheater

Commissioner Xu reported on the upcoming Mayor’s Initiative Bobateeno event on August 17.

FUTURE AGENDA SETTING

None

ADJOURNMENT
Chair Zhao adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Jessica Suntay, Administrative Assistant
Parks and Recreation Department
Minutes approved at the regular meeting
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CITY OF CUPERTINO

Agenda Iltem
CUPERTINO

25-14175 Agenda Date: 8/6/2025
Agenda #: 2.

Subject: Cupertino Poet Laureate Subcommittee's Recommendation of Thomas Celerier for
appointment of the new 2026-2028 Cupertino Poet Laureate

Consider and approve the Poet Laureate Subcommittee's recommendation of Thomas Celerier for
appointment of the new 2026-2028 Cupertino Poet Laureate for recommendation to City Council.
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City of Cupertino
Poet Laureate Application

Applicant Information

Full Name: Celerier Thomas
Last First Middle
- ]
Residential Address: —
Street Address Apartment/Unit #
Cupertino California 95014
City State 7IP Code
Daytime Phone: — Evening Phone: Email:
Employer (if applicable): Cupertino Address:
Check one for each of the following:
YES NO
I will be at least 18 years old and a high school graduate by August 2025
YES NO

I am an active poet and have been published or been publicly recognized for
my confributions to poetry

YES NO
I am the sole creator of the attached poems

YES NO
I have strong, demonsirable ties to the City of Cupertino

YES

I am comfortable speaking in public. If speech impaired, | may delegate
reading tasks fo qualified speaker

I am comfortable teaching community workshops and leading collaborative
community partner events

i35
(B 008

If you answered “no” to any of the above questions, you are not eligible to be appointed Cupertino Poet
Laureate. (See other side for more information)



Contact

www.linkedin.com/in/
thomascelerier (LinkedIn)

Top Skills

Lifesciences

Business Process Improvement
Management Consulting

Languages

English (Native or Bilingual)
Spanish (Full Professional)
French (Native or Bilingual)

Certifications
Strategic Thinking

Honors-Awards

Slalom Team Mogul Award - Q1
2019

Slalom - Individual Mogul Award -
Q3 2015

Slalom - People Manager of the
Quarter Award - Q3 2017

Slalom Team Mogul Award - Q4
2018

Slalom Team Mogul Award - Q1
2020

Publications

Team France Bay Area : Calendrier

economique des 6 prochains mois
(1er semestre 2024)

L'Hermione : La Frégate de |a
Liberté, Symbole de I'Histoire
Franco-Ameéricaine

The Management Consultant Who
Gives More Than Advice

Team France Bay Area : le
calendrier des événements
économiques a ne pas manquer
dans les 6 prochains mois

Thomas Célérier

Client Partner @ EPAM Systems - Healthcare and Life Sciences

Summary

My unwavering focus is on the customer experience, helping

clients adapt to changes as they navigate transformation initiatives.
Healthcare and Biotech industry thought leader and advisor. Results
oriented professional, with a unique blend of customer love, people
focus, scientific mindset, strategy, change management, delivery
and operational excellence experience. Proven ability to engage,
mobilize and harness the energies of complex business ecosystems
meaningfully, and to collaborate with key executives, teams, and
boards, to shape global companies' vision, strategy and tactics, and
deliver measurable plans and results. Backed by Silicon Valley,
North American, European and top tier consulting experience, an
HEC MBA, and an MSc. in Biotech, Agronomy and Engineering.

- Specialties: Pharma and Biotech Industry and Operations, Strategy,
Technology, Operations Growth and Scale-up, Transformation/Turn-
around, Complex Programs Delivery

- French American Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco Chapter,
Co-President, Execom and Board Member

- French American Foundation for Medical Research and Education,
CFO and Treasurer, Board Member

- French Heritage Society, SF Chapter, Board Member

- Citizenships: Dual French and American

Experience

EPAM Systems

Client Partner - Healthcare and Life Sciences Business Unit - US West
Region
November 2021 - Present (3 years 2 months)

Since 1993, EPAM Systems, Inc. (NYSE: EPAM) has used its software
engineering expertise to become a leading global provider of digital
engineering, cloud and Al-enabled transformation services, and a leading

business and experience consulting partner for global enterprises and 13
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La Silicon Valley s'invite au coeur
des vignobles bordelais

ambitious startups. We address our clients’ transformation challenges by
fusing EPAM Continuum'’s integrated strategy, experience and technology
consulting with our 30+ years of engineering execution to speed our clients’
time to market and drive greater value from their innovations and digital

investments.

We make GenAl real with our Al LLM orchestration, testing and engineering
solutions, EPAM DIAL, EPAM EliteA™ and EPAM AI/RUN™ respectively.
We deliver globally, but engage locally with our expert teams of consultants,
architects, designers and engineers, making the future real for our clients, our

partners and our people around the world.

We believe the right solutions are the ones that improve people’s lives and fuel
competitive advantage for our clients across diverse industries. Our thinking
comes to life in the experiences, products and platforms we design and bring
to market. Added to the S&P 500 and the Forbes Global 2000 in 2021 and
recognized by Glassdoor and Newsweek as a Top 100 Best Workplace, our
multidisciplinary teams serve customers across six continents. We are proud
to be among the top 15 companies in Information Technology Services in the
Fortune 1000 and to be recognized as a leader in the IDC MarketScapes for
Worldwide Experience Build Services, Worldwide Experience Design Services
and Worldwide Software Engineering Services.

Learn more at www.epam.com and follow us on LinkedlIn.

FACC California SF-LA | French American Chamber of Commerce,
California
17 years 1 month

President
June 2024 - Present (7 months)

Member of the Board of Directors
June 2014 - Present (10 years 7 months)

Co-President
June 2023 - June 2024 (1 year 1 month)

Healthcare and Life Sciences Industry Committee - Co-Lead
December 2007 - February 2024 (16 years 3 months)

14
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Board Officer and Director - Executive Committee Member and
Secretary of the Board
December 2018 - September 2020 (1 year 10 months)

Sia Partners

Associate Partner, Healthcare and Life Sciences Bay Area Lead and
Global Business Unit Team Member
July 2021 - November 2021 (5 months)

Sia Partners is a next generation management consulting firm. We offer a
unique blend of Al and design capabilities, augmenting traditional consulting
to deliver superior value to our clients. Beyond our own culture, practices, and
policies, we believe that incorporating CSR into how we serve our clients will
allow us to have next-level impact. Learn more and engage with us at https://

www.sia-partners.com/en.

Slalom
7 years 8 months

Senior Director, Healthcare & Lifesciences Market Head - Silicon Valley
& NorCal Leadership Team
December 2020 - July 2021 (8 months)

Client Service Partner, Healthcare & Lifesciences Market Head - Silicon
Valley
May 2019 - December 2020 (1 year 8 months)

Client Service Leader, Healthcare & Life Sciences
January 2016 - May 2019 (3 years 5 months)

Delivery Leadership
December 2013 - December 2015 (2 years 1 month)

Gouvernement

Candidat Elections Consulaires 2021
February 2021 - May 2021 (4 months)

15
Page 3 of 4



Numeéro 3 sur la liste indépendante de Jean-Pierre Bernard, comprenant
11 positions pour la circonscription Amérique de I'Ouest. Organisation des
soutiens, évenements de campagne (en présence et digital), préparation
des meetings de campagne et débats clés. Téte de liste élue au poste de
Conseiller des Frangais de I'étranger pour 6 ans.

Capgemini Consulting
12 years 11 months

Senior Manager - Capgemini Consulting - Life Sciences
July 2010 - November 2013 (3 years 5 months)

Manager - Capgemini Consulting - Life Sciences
July 2005 - June 2010 (5 years)

Senior Consultant - CGEY, Consulting Services - Business &
Information Strategy
December 2002 - June 2005 (2 years 7 months)

Consultant - CGEY, Consulting Services - Business & Information
Strategy
January 2001 - November 2002 (1 year 11 months)

Education

HEC School of Management
MBA, International and Corporate Finance - (September 1999 - January 2001)

Institut National Polytechnique de Lorraine

Master of Science (DEA) in Biotechnology applied to Food Industries
and Life Sciences, Biotechnology applied to Food Industries and Life
Sciences - (1998 - 1999)

ENSAIA
Master of Science in Agronomy and Biotechnology, Agronomy and
Biotechnology - (1996 - 1999)

Lycee St Louis
Bachelor of Science (BS), Biology/Biological Sciences, General - (1994 - 1996)
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References:

Lisa Brown - EVP Chamber of Commeree -

Dori Bonn — Co-Chair, NorCal French Heritage Society -_

Sebastien Pridmore - Painte: - I
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From: Sebastien Pridmore_

Sent: Sunday, May 4, 2025 11:53 AM

To: Molly James <mollyj@cupertino.gov>

Cc: Thomas Celerier

Subject: Letter of Support for Thomas Célérier

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Molly,

I’m writing this short note to express my full support for the candidacy of poet Thomas
Célérier.

Thomas is a passionate advocate for poetry and the literary arts. He regularly shares his
beautiful poems with us during cultural evenings, and publicly during events such as the
French-American Cultural Days and the poetry contest he is organizing again this year.
Beyond his talent, Thomas 1s an incredibly generous and open-hearted person. He 1s always
eager to connect people, promote culture, and encourage meaningful human connections. As a
visual artist who arrived in California just a year ago, I can personally attest to how much
Thomas has helped me gain visibility and feel welcomed in the local cultural scene.

I wholeheartedly recommend him and remain available for any further information you may
need.

Warm regards,

Sebastien Pridmore

Artist Painter

sebastienpridmore
illustrateur - artiste peintre
www.spridmore.ch
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From: bor Bonn

Sent: Monday, May 5, 2025 7:40 PM
To: Molly James <mollyj@cupertino.gov>
Subject: | nominate Thomas Celerier for Poet Laureate

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Molly,

Please accept my nomination of Thomas Celerier to be the Cupertino 2026-2028 Poet Laureate. You
have heard about the Poetry Contest founded by Thomas just three years ago and it now crosses
borders worldwide. I'll give you two recent examples of how Thomas can reach out to all ages using
not only social media, but also in a very special way among small groups gathered. At a dinner of
dignitaries, Thomas ended the evening with a lovely poem as the goodbye. At another

gathering, Thomas ended the event producing a basket of poems. Guests could choose their poem,
whether in French or English. It was a lovely way to say "goodbye and thank you" to the guests. The
memories they hold will last with the written words they carried with them.

Thank you for helping to give poetry a wider audience.

Best regards,
Dori

Dori Bonn
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Eternal Dawn

This eve, as all before, in mists so cold,
Leaning against my old sequoia, dazed, my senses uncontrolled.
The pallid moon, a vibrant smile, the stagnant lake,

Plunging in putrid reflections, heartache.

The bark of the redwood, scratching at my back,
The treacherous sap of this vegetal pachyderm, a misact,
Pulling me toward long horizons, dull and dim,

Nothing to my eyes, is then less precious than my own skin.

Without a shred of pride, | could have been a knight,
From the other camp, maybe a lover slighted in the fight,
From causes born of sources, dead, tarnished and marred,

Or just, perhaps, following my missteps and scarred.

Suddenly, a fractal, in shades of pale, but vibrant green,

The song of the first black redstart, blending in the morning's first preen,
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Along the robin's melody, amongst a thousand scents,

Of life anew, wrapped in the dawning day’s radiant accents.

A choir of finches, blackbirds, stirs my heart's core,
Cladded in astral powerful rays that the entire wood wore.

A fleeting orange shadow, is already in sight,

Even the fauho dares not to approach, in dawn’s eternal light.
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Le Bain des Angea The Angels’ Bath

Dt a Lumitne dus Levant, inondand, I the igfit of e iving, (looding,
(s s0nt L2, les Anges, Abplogant lewrs &illes, There they an, the Angels, spartading thein wings,
Unombissant, mimeland, fpce & Cartre puinsand, Rasring, sirtaming, fpcing e mighty dtar,
Pet-tre les voiat, inmoctits ou (piles) Mayle you see them, inmocent or fpail)
Je vois lewns awmas billen de mille [lammes, [ 2ee Hhein annas shine with 4 thowsand [lames,
Volant, marguant au bointain les cnfp gt bramend, Flying, Tavnting Hhe bawling deer in e didanee,
Lewrs aills, latlant, wne mole de gouttes o Then wings, fapping 4 clovd of dropa,
Prisme giclant, lewrs silloueties dcoupent. - Prism aquinting, Hhein vilbovettes cut oul.
Une Cllot Ulanche simerait b Toucher, A wlite Chloe would Lide 1o Touch em,
Ouw mime, avee s piffes les amsenen, Or wem, with its claws o i them,
Revant mets plus goutear que b coquerdlle, Dreaming of [ood Tastier hian cocknonll,
Mais, wanatintls, Towr & Towr santertlle, But, suptrmatinal, inm turn Locuity,
Tourterelles, " bcliprant en wm becquard, Doves, slipping within 4 becguerd, _
[ls 10mt L Les Anges, Abplogant bewrs ailes, i Thene ey ane the Angels, sprtading tein wings, N
Vertes, Lewns parines, inin bl et jasmes, Green, Wi adormments, blue and yellow irises, .
Etincelles scintillantes, Amagones. Sparkling sparks, Amagoma.
Vite, le bain Touche & 14 i, emprtssand, Quick, Hhe bath 1 coming To an end, burrying,
Can le Temps e v, mainenant, c'eat Llevae | Becawae the clock trms, wow La The Tome!
L dune e moble besogne, leanr Lulewn, The bard and molle work, Wein luban,
Pour les imes perdus, bion les nécessidant. For the Loat souls, well weeding Hhem.
i e L2, en wne blipae de Tmps, Here and there, in an eclipat of Time,
(s 10t L Les Annges, deployant lens wiles, Thene Hheyy are e Angels, aprtadiong Wein wings,
Powr 16i 8 mai, pows mows Tows, pow bui et el For you and me, [or all of wa, for lim and ben,
Powr Toufjounrs, jamais datigues plus d'un nitand. Forver, never slatic for more thiam & moment.
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Mater. Madre. Mother.

Hello from the end of the week, Sundays make you stronger,

Apart you are not, as we continue to battle for her,

Possibly your sister, daughter, grand-mother or wife,

Possibly your aunt or just a friend, but for sure the ones who give life,
Yesterday, today, tomorrow, and always there for you,

Most of the times forgetting her own self,

Outstanding, outstanding and standing true.

Today, | wish we can all breathe, laugh, smile, chat very soon,

Here, there, under the sun or the low light of the moon,

Eyes into eyes, close, touch, smell, taste, with no mask,
Remembering the times, darkened, when a plague,

Saddened our world and spirits, sending into the vague,

Dreaming of you, travels and carefree seasons, that is my ask,

All, together, thanks to you, your joy, your love, unconditional, you all,

You, our mothers, the ones through which everything and everyone rise and fall.

Happy Mother’s Day, take care of your mothers and all the women that are mothers, by blood

or bond, or will be one day!
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Mirage

In the cool morning light, in the pool's gentle water,
Stroke by stroke, length after length, | do bother,
Movements rhythmical, matching the woodpecker's chatter,

Stirring the liquid, arms as foils, in muscular manner.

The pool's liquid matter, often so clear,
This morning seems different, fills me with fear,
The traitor from lands where the Abbasids steer,

Instills a serpentine poison, its intentions unclear.

A rupture, a breach, in the dawn's tender light,

My vision obscured, in cottony night,
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Distances entangle, the end's cruel bite,

Approaches stealthily, a destiny quite trite.

A quantum fracture, or a deceptive jest,
From its hole emerges a shark, with a crest,
Striped, from the void it manifests, a Jacquou, a sudden guest,

Into me, it bites, a red cloud, no hunger in its chest.
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CITY OF CUPERTINO

Agenda Iltem

CUPERTINO

25-14176 Agenda Date: 8/6/2025
Agenda #: 3.

Subject: Mayor's Storytelling Initiative Subcommittee Update

Receive an update from the Mayor's Storytelling Initiative subcommittee.
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CITY OF CUPERTINO

Agenda Iltem

CUPERTINO
25-14177 Agenda Date: 8/6/2025
Agenda #: 4.
Subject: Monthly Update Reports
Receive Monthly Update Reports from:
- Cupertino Community Librarian
- County Librarian
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