
Community Noticing Subcommittee Report - April 14, 2026 

Community Noticing Subcommittee Background 
The community noticing subcommittee was approved and formed during the October 14, 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting. The objective was to report on best practices on community noticing from other 
Bay Area cities. The subcommittee is a temporary ad-hoc committee with limited jurisdiction and scope. 
The subcommittee has met four times to align on the work, discuss findings, and finalize a report back to 
the Planning Commission. 

Community Noticing Subcommittee Overview 
Over the past few years, the community continues to express the following feedback: 

• Residents and businesses frequently report that they do not know about development projects 
near them until it is too late 

• Many residents report that they were unaware of major zoning changes. This is especially the 
case for the parcel list for the sixth cycle Housing Element 

The community noticing subcommittee seeks to address the above challenges by identifying opportunities 
to improve Cupertino community noticing methods and policies. 

Where We Are Today 
The subcommittee first looked at existing Cupertino noticing communications. These include website, 
physical signage, email, mail, and print. Several examples are shown below. 
 

Cupertino.gov 

 
 

Cupertino development notice signage 

http://cupertino.gov/


 
 

Cupertino email notice of public hearing 



 
 

Findings: Cupertino Noticing Policies Are Similar to those of Neighboring Cities 
After assessing multiple neighboring cities, the subcommittee found that most have a notification radius 
in accordance with CA Govt Code § 65091: 

• Mail notification within a 300-foot radius of major development 
• Signage at least 10 days prior to public hearing 
• Notice published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the city 
• Option to sign up for email notifications regarding developments 

Some neighboring cities do have a larger codified noticing radius of 500-750 feet for major development 
projects. These include Los Altos, Saratoga, Palo Alto, and Mountain View (see graph below). The City 
of Santa Clara is also considering an expanded ¼ mile radius for development projects impacting larger 
portions of the city. 

 

https://library.municode.com/ca/los_altos/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT14ZO_CH14.56PCPLCODI_14.56.120HEOTPC
https://library.municode.com/ca/saratoga/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH14SU_ART14-20PRTEMAPAMAAP_14-20.060PUHEPLCONO
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/paloalto/latest/paloalto_ca/0-0-0-82183
https://library.municode.com/ca/mountain_view/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH36ZO_ARTXVIZOORAD_DIV16APHEAP_S36.56.20NOHE
https://www.santaclaraca.gov/our-city/departments-a-f/community-development/planning-division/planning-public-outreach-policy#docaccess-22939e8ed6d3c1c8816a67695c2cf3815f57fb045f3c8c29adea8d3bdeb5bdb4


Standard Noticing Radius for Development Projects by City 

 
The primary benefit of a larger noticing radius is significantly reduced complaints and improved resident 
and business satisfaction. The main drawback is increased cost and staff time of greater noticing. For 
Cupertino, this cost is technically already being incurred, as City staff regularly expands the noticing 
radius from 300 up to 1000 feet, or sometimes more, for larger development projects. Codifying a larger 
noticing radius would give staff credit for the work it is already doing.  

Additional methods of outreach 
Other cities are also leveraging social media and webpages to further promote public hearings. For 
example, the City of San Jose (below) uses Facebook & Nextdoor to promote community meetings. To 
note, any city-noticed meeting counts towards the 5 meeting limit for SB330 projects. 



 
 

Another method of increasing community awareness is to create a webpage for all upcoming public 
hearings. Sunnyvale has one shared webpage linking to a PDF of all upcoming public hearings. Redwood 
City also lists all of its hearings on one webpage. 

 



 

 
 

Subcommittee Recommendations 
The following recommendations are intended for consideration by the Planning Commission and 
potential recommendation to council. 
 

Update the municipal code to increase the noticing radius for specific project types: 

• Larger projects (ex. 2+ acres)  
• Zoning changes: For 7th Cycle Housing Element, notify entire City of parcels being considered 

for rezoning for housing 
• Very high fire hazard zone area projects 
• Proposals for changes to major streets, including any emergency lane reduction 

Make notices for public hearings more informative: 

• Zoning: Clearly include the parcel address, not just parcel number, on notices of rezoning. 
Include a link to the proposed rezoning 



• Housing projects: Disclose any requested waivers, relevant housing laws, and how the city must 
abide by these laws on development public hearing notices 

Increase channels of outreach: 
Cupertino has an opportunity to expand noticing channels. Options include: 

• Social media: Facebook, Twitter 
• Web: Add an “Upcoming Hearings” page to Cupertino.gov 
• Signage: Bulletins at prominent community hubs like the library 
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