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California Manual for Setting Speed Limits

• Speed limits establish a reasonable and safe operating 
speed for a specific section of roadway

• Established by an Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS), 
by considering the following:

• Prevailing speeds (85th percentile speed)
• Collision History
• Highway, traffic, and roadside conditions not 

readily apparent to the driver.

• 85th percentile Speed – the speed at or below which 85% 
of the traffic is moving



“In order for the court systems and the public to accept and respect the responsible 
public agencies’ posting and enforcement of posted speed limits, an E&TS must 
incorporate sound, repeatable methods conforming to the CVC and engineering 
principles.”

• An E&TS is valid for 5 years – CVC Section 40802
• Under special conditions, an E&TS may be valid for seven or ten years.

• Existing E&TS may need to be reassessed before the renewal period is expired
• Physical changes to the roadway, such as increasing or decreasing the 

number of travel lanes, may impact the 85th percentile speed

• Law enforcement agencies and courts are accustomed to seeing surveys and it may 
be difficult to defend a speed violation citation without one

Engineering and Traffic Surveys (E&TS)



“The purpose of AB 43 and AB 1938 is to provide greater flexibility in setting and reducing 
speed limits in California”

• Assembly Bill 43 – Traffic Safety
• Includes 16 specific provisions that revised the CVC to grant agencies 

greater flexibility in setting speed limits, with additional flexibility for local 
agencies

• 14 of 16 provisions applies to local authorities

• Assembly Bill 1938 – Traffic Safety - Speed Limit
• Additional clarifications to AB43 Provisions and its intentions

AB 43 & AB 1938



Provisions in AB 43 and AB 1938

* Does not apply 
to local agencies



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

• CVC 22358.6(a) – Required to round  speed limits to 
the nearest five miles per hour of the 85th % speed

• 47.4 mph becomes 45 mph

• CVC 22358.6(b) – In cases in which speed limit 
needs to be rounded down to the nearest 5mph, 
the local authority may lower the speed limit an 
additional 5mph, if engineers determine the 
roadway contains traffic conditions not readily 
apparent to the driver

• CVC 22358.6(c) - In cases in which the speed limit 
needs to be rounded up to the nearest 5mph of the 
85th-percentile speed, the local authority may 
decide to instead round down the speed limit to the 
lower 5mph increment. If the speed limit is rounded 
down pursuant to this subdivision, the speed limit 
shall not be reduced any further pursuant to 
subdivision (b).



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

CVC Section 22358.7(a)(1) – “Safety Corridor” Definition

• Shall be defined as A roadway segment within an 
overall roadway network where the highest number of 
serious injury or fatality crashes occur.

• One or more of the required crash weighting factors 
listed shall be used to prioritize the locations of fatal and 
serious injury crashes in developing the “Safety Corridor”

• Shall represent a prioritized subset of the overall 
roadway network within an authority’s responsibilities 
and shall not exceed one-fifth of the overall roadway 
network



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

CVC Section 22358.7(a)(2) – “Land or facility that 
generates high concentrations of bicyclists or pedestrians”

• Shall be defined as The portion of the highway where 
one or more of any generators listed are present within 
1320 feet

• The top 20% of pedestrian / bicycle fatalities or serious 
injuries within a 3 to 5 year period shall be based on the 
geographic area within the jurisdiction of the Engineer 
performing the E&TS



Examples of AB 43 and AB 1938
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FY 2023/24 (FYE24)
Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) County Program 

Manager (CPM) funds

Undersubscribed! Why?

The Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) is generated by a $4.00 surcharge on vehicle 
registrations in the nine county Bay Area. 



TFCA County Program Manager funds
• Eligible project categories include alternative fuel infrastructure, bicycle, and trip‐reduction projects that 
reduce vehicle emissions.

• The Call for Projects was sent to the Technical Advisory Committee's Capital Improvement Program Working 
Group and posted on the VTA website on March 10, 2023. Applications were due on April 28, 2023.

• The program was undersubscribed.
• Three additional completed applications were submitted after the deadline. Staff recommends funding the 
six projects shown below:

• All projects submitted for consideration to the TFCA program must adhere to state law and BAAQMD 
policies.

• Why was the project undersubscribed?
• Too short application time?
• Too stringent rules?



TFCA REGIONAL FUND POLICIES AND EVALUATION 
CRITERIA FOR FYE 2024

• TFCA REGIONAL FUND POLICIES AND EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR FYE 
2024:
• Only projects that result in the reduction of motor vehicle emissions within 
the Air District’s jurisdiction are eligible.

• Projects must not exceed the maximum cost‐effectiveness (C‐E) limit of 
~$500K per weighted ton. 

• Cost‐effectiveness is the ratio of TFCA funds awarded to the sum of surplus 
emissions reduced, during a project’s operational period, of reactive organic 
gases (ROG), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and weighted PM10 (particulate matter 
10 microns in diameter and smaller).

Note: Greenhouse gases appear not to be considered!



TFCA REGIONAL FUND POLICIES AND 
EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR FYE 2024

• Bicycle Parking: 
• The project will expand public access to new bicycle parking facilities. 
• The project must be included in an adopted countywide bicycle plan, 
Congestion Management Plan (CMP), countywide transportation plan (CTP), 
city general plan or area‐specific plan, the MTC’s Regional Active 
Transportation Plan, or other similar plan, and serve a major activity center 
(e.g. transit station, office building, or school). 

• The bicycle parking facility must be publicly accessible and available for use by 
all members of the public.

• TFCA Regional Funds may not be used to pay for costs related to 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, rehabilitation, operations, or project 
administration.



TFCA REGIONAL FUND POLICIES AND EVALUATION 
CRITERIA FOR FYE 2024

• Bikeways:
• The project will construct and/or install bikeways that are included in an adopted countywide bicycle plan, 

CMP, CTP, city general plan or area‐specific plan, the MTC’s Regional Active Transportation Plan, or other 
similar plan. 

• To be eligible for funding, the purpose of bikeways must be to reduce motor vehicle emissions or traffic 
congestion.

• All bikeway projects must, where applicable, be consistent with design standards published in the California 
Highway Design Manual or conform to the provisions of the Protected Bikeway Act of 2014.

• Projects must reduce vehicle trips made for utilitarian purposes (e.g., work or school commuting)
• Projects must also meet at least one of the following conditions:

• Be located within one‐half mile biking distance from the closer of a public transit station/stop (e.g., local, county‐ wide or 
regional transit stops/stations/terminals) or a bike share station.

• Be located within one‐half mile biking distance from a major activity center that serves at least 2,500 people per day (e.g., 
employment centers, schools, business districts), or

• Be located within one‐half mile biking distance from three activity centers (e.g., employment centers, schools, business 
districts).

• Projects are limited to the following types of bikeways:
• Class I Bikeway (Bike Path), new or upgrade improvement from Class II or Class III Bikeway
• New Class II Bikeway (Bike Lane)
• New Class III Bikeway (Bike Route), or
• Class IV Bikeway (Separated Bikeway), new or upgrade improvement from Class II Class III bikeway.

These criteria do not seem that hard to fulfill.



FY 2023/24 TDA3 Project Priorities

Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds are derived from a ¼‐cent of the State's
general sales tax. Article 3 of the TDA makes a portion of these funds available for use on

bicycle and pedestrian projects. (How big portion?)



FY 2023/24 TDA3 Project Priorities

Cupertino De Anza Boulevard Buffered Bike Lanes 
The City will enhance the safety of existing Class II bikeway facilities on De Anza Boulevard between Bollinger 
Road and Homestead Road by narrowing existing travel lanes and installing a painted buffer zone to separate the 
Class II bike lanes from the vehicle lanes. 



2024 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

The California State Transportation Improvement Program is a rolling five year program of
transportation projects funded by revenues distributed by the State of California. The State
adopts fund projections every two years. Of these funds, 25% is directed to Caltrans’
Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) and 75% is directed to the Regional
Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs), Regional Transportation Improvement Programs
(RTIP) based on county population and road mileage, and subject to north/south split. Projects
in the ITIP are selected by Caltrans. RTIP are selected RTPAs. Both programs are subject to
approval by the California Transportation Commission (CTC).



2024 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)



Valley Transportation Plan 2050 Project List Development

Asked VTA BPAC for possible projects



Valley Transportation Plan 2050 Project List 
Development
• Adopted goals:

• Implement Faster, More Frequent, Safe, and Convenient Transit
• Prioritize Active Transportation to Encourage Healthier Multimodal Options
• Encourage Land Uses That Create Complete and Convenient Places 
• Address the Climate Emergency by Reducing Transportation Emissions
• Support Equity in Transportation 
• Pursue Safe and Reliable Travel on Highways and Expressways 



VTA TRP Plan 2050 – Time line



VTA TRP Plan 2050 – Project Examples

I proposed to add a visionary trail network plan using our water way’s service roads to the list.

Projects Open House – September 27, 6:00pm – 7:30pm, Roosevelt Community Center in San Jose
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