Bicycle Pedestrian Commission
Agenda Item #3
September 20, 2023

FAQs on the California Manual for Setting Speed Limits

The following is a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) on the California Manual on
Setting Speed Limits. If after reviewing this document you have further questions, please email
the CA MUTCD Editor at CAMUTCD@dot.ca.gov with the Subject heading “California Manual
on Setting Speed Limits”.

General Questions

1. Q: Who is responsible for setting speed limits?

A: The California Vehicle Code (CVC) 22349, Maximum Speed Limit, prescribes the
speed limits in California. When speeds are to be lowered based on an Engineering and
Traffic Survey (E&TS) on the State Highways, the District Traffic Engineer is charged
with determining speed limits. On local roads, the local agency has this function.

2. Q: What justifies lowering the speed by 5 mph from the g5t percentile speed?

A: An engineer using engineering judgment makes this determination and should be
based on roadway collision history, geometrics, user type, and other factors as deemed
appropriate by the engineer.

3. Q: How often are speed zones updated?

A: Speed Zone Surveys are valid for 5 years and may be extended to 7 years if specific
criteria on radar operator certification, equipment calibration, and training have been met.
A survey may be extended to 10 years if the engineer determines all above criteria have
been met and no significant changes in roadway or traffic conditions have occurred.

4. Q: What happens when an agency sets a speed limit to an arbitrarily low speed in order
to appease a local neighborhood?

A: When speed limits are lowered without an E&TS, with some exceptions, speeding
violations issued to drivers may be thrown out in court. Exceptions include speed limits
that are near schools, senior centers, or in business districts.

5. Q: What traffic conditions are necessary in order to conduct an E&TS?

A: Dry road conditions, off-peak hour traffic under free-flow conditions on an average
weekday is necessary in order to capture data for a valid E&TS. If vehicles are in a
platoon, the first vehicle’s speed is measured.
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OPPORTUNITIES Corridor Vision

Join us to learn more about the Stevens Creek Corridor
Vision Study focused on enhancing transportation
options for a more multimodal-friendly and accessible
corridor.
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6:00 - 6:30 PM: PRESENTATION
6:30 - 7:30 PM: Q&A
Find out who is involved, what other engagement opportunities are

underway for community input, and how you can get involved. Please
REGISTER online and a Zoom link will be emailed to you.
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP (CAG) MEETING #1

Scan to register
or visit the link

shorturl.at/dwyGL

THURSDAY
| Oct12th, 2023

* 4:30 - 5:00 PM: OPEN HOUSE & REFRESHMENTS

5:00 - 6:30 PM: PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION

The CAG is comprised of organization representatives that will provide
input on corridor needs and the creation of a vision of the Stevens

Creek Corridor. This meeting is open to the public. Please REGISTER
in advance for this meeting.

ADDITIONAL IN-PERSON EVENTS pewen

Santana Row Farmers’ Market

377 Santana Row, San José, CA 95128
September 13,2023

4:00-8:00 PM

Santa Clara Farmers’ Market

950 Jackson St, Santa Clara, CA 95050
September 16, 2023

9:00 AM-1:00 PM

West Coast Farmers’ Market (De Anza College)
21121 Stevens Creek Blvd, Cupertino, CA 95014
September 24,2023

9:00 AM -1:00 PM

Learn more at:
www.stevenscreekvision.com



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8oNk1zFYT9y_n172WlXsgQ#/registration
https://shorturl.at/bPRZ4
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8oNk1zFYT9y_n172WlXsgQ#/registration
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https://shorturl.at/gtzIX
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OPORTUNIDADES DE
PARTICIPACION COMUNITARIA

Unase a nosotros para obtener mas informacion sobre el
Estudio de Visién del Corredor Stevens Creek centrado
en mejorar las opciones de transporte para un corredor
mas multimodal y accesible.

Escanea para
registrarte o visita el
enlace

: shorturl.at/bPRZ4
6:00 - 6:30 PM: PRESENTACION
6:30 - 7:30 PM: PREGUNTA Y RESPUESTA

Descubre quiénes estan involucrados, qué otras oportunidades de participacion
comunitaria estan en curso y cémo puedes participar. Por favor, REGISTRATE en
linea y se te enviara un enlace de Zoom por correo electrénico.

MIERCOLES
| 27 de sep de 2023

ENCUESTA

REUNION #1DEL GRUPO ASESOR
COMUNITARIO (CAG)

Escanea para
registrarte o visita el shorturl.at/mwxSX

enlace

shorturl.at/dwyGL

JUEVES
| 12de octde 2023

* 4:30 - 5:00 PM: CASA ABIERTA Y REFRIGERIOS

5:00 - 6:30 PM: PRESENTACION Y DISCUSION

El CAG esta compuesto por representantes de organizaciones que
brindaran informacién sobre las necesidades del corredor y la creacion

de una vision del Correplor Stevens Creek. Esta reunion esta abierta al
publico. Por favor REGISTRATE con anticipacion para esta reunion.

EVENTOS ADICIONALES EN PERSONA pewen

Santana Row Farmers’ Market

377 Santana Row, San José, CA 95128
13 de septiembre de 2023
4:00-8:00 PM

Santa Clara Farmers’ Market

950 Jackson St, Santa Clara, CA 95050
16 de septiembre de 2023

9:00 AM -1:00 PM

West Coast Farmers’ Market (De Anza College)
21121 Stevens Creek Blvd, Cupertino, CA 95014
24 de septiembre de 2023

9:00 AM -1:00 PM

Obtenga mas informacién en nuestro sitio web:
www.stevenscreekvision.com



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8oNk1zFYT9y_n172WlXsgQ#/registration
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNsholG3q1CvPdLJoF2nClzBi6GDKK70aEWmBwoqnQ9_73GQ/viewform
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